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Stable Demo​cratic Nations

 Rule

 % Women

 % Turnout

 Health

 Schools

Norway

FR

38

83

Holland

FR

37

80

Germany

FR

32

78

N.Z.

FR

32

Australia

Mix

25

Canada

Plr
21

Britain

Plr
20

76

USA

Plr
16

38

France

Run

12

65

FR=Full Rep, Mix=Mixed, Plr=Plurality, Run=Runoff.  

See more nations and data at AccurateDemocracy.com.

 Ultimately, voting cannot satisfy two people with opposing values. Leaving or “voting with your feet” is the surest way to get to the policies you want.  When you can’t do that, avoid willful authoritarians; build democratic institutions with open-minded egalitarians.

Democracy improves in eras such as The Enlighten​ment, when many people curb blind faith, obedience and ideology to expand knowledge through rational, skeptical empiricism.   
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	How to Move Reforms

Many people are excited to learn about voting tools does not have to mean winner take all.  Instead, it can lead to everyone having their fair share of reps and power.  It is easy and it works.

Practice the five Ps:
Activists build:

Prepare – Form alliances.  Build trust and chits.

Promote – Advertise.  Build up brand recognition.

Officials enact:

Policy – State the overall goal.

Program – Layout the steps.

Project – Do the first complete whole step.

 In Groups of Any Size:

(
The anonymity of secret ballots protects dissidents.

(
A good tally assures equality; even busy or timid shy unassertive people cast a full vote.

(
Pondering a ballot or survey educates members about setting budgets and priorities.

(
Most importantly, some issues allow decisions that are not adversarial or consensual:  Multi-winner funding gives everyone their fair share of power 
– without letting anyone block action.  
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	Reforms Affected by Voting Rules

News firms ruled by the subscribers’ votes  might better inform citizens.  Media access. 

Term limit sabbaticals put returning reps against incumbents. Most support for the current and returning reps may come from the same interest group.  So the voting rule must unite, not divide people.

Public campaign funding, as in Maine, lets reps give less time to rich lobbyists and more time to voters. 

(Bobby Agee, of Chilton County AL, said the larger district for Full Rep did not raise his campaign costs.  He knew who his supporers were and where they lived.  He no longer sent ads to everyone in the district.)

Ballot access is made hard for minor parties as major parties fear spoiler candidates.  Better voting rules put that fear to rest.

Printed ballots and open-source software check fraud by election workers and corporations.

Political rights to voting, reps, and funding need constitutional protec​tion from the majority of the day.
  

Initiative voters get more choices and power with full-choice ballots and Pairwise tallies. They should set the rules for elections.  
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	Stories

Jane Addams: Nobel Prize Winner and founder of Hull House was one of the best known reformers in a period of great American reforms.  She drew hundreds of volunteers to help the poor in “settlement houses.” 

 After decades of this work she found, “Private beneficence is totally inadequate to deal with the vast numbers of the city's disinherited.” Charity cannot cure systemic social ills.  Government programs are needed.  And political reform is needed to get those programs.

Show other altruistic social-concern reform justice groups the value importance of democracy to their goals.  Does it make sense for them to lobby, one issue at a time, year after year (against corp.=corporate & corrupt lawyers) trying to influence reps for whom social justice is issues are at best decoration on the economic cake, and at worst “wasting money on losers”?  No!  

It is far better to elect more reps for whom social justice is a high priority.  It is even better to enact elec​tion rules that do less to favor wealth, corporations and control of media.  
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Reformer's PoV

It must be a tool, not just an opinion or suggestion.
It must improve the way we relate to each other.
Prevent and reduce conflicts; increase and improve cooperation.
Make cooperation easier, faster and safer.

The tool must be cheap, easy and rewarding for everyone to use.  Therefore it spreads and uses up few resources, 

It should increase transparency; reduce corruption.

Reduce 'hidden' empires from unequal political power.  second=class citizenship, forgotten peoples.

Boost our brain power by facilitating group intelligence.

Increase the commonwealth.  Reduce social gaps, the trend toward private affluence wealth and public squalor. 
Methods To Work For Political Causes

Why Voting Reform is Key to Other Reforms

"There are basically three methods to work for political causes you care about: (1) protest demonstrations, [() grass-roots organizing and education], (2) lobbying office-holders, [This includes astroturf groups and journo-lobbyists like James K Glassman SFS '65 and Fox News]  and (3) voting for good candidates. (I am excluding violent revolution from the discussion.) Without getting good candidates in office, (1) & (2), which are already much more time, money and energy demanding than (3), have less chance of success. Thus (3) would seem the most efficient method and key to the success of the other two.  [() grass-roots organizing and education change the constituency,]

"But trying to vote for good candidates runs into a rigged voting system in which only two parties have a chance at success, and only candidates with access to lots of campaign money have a hope of winning a major party nomination."

Alan Zundel  alanzundel@yahoo.com   2008

[ instantrunoff@yahoogroups.com 20 Sep 2008 ]

Alan goes on to argue for supporting IRV.  But its affect would be very limited if campaign financing makes the candidates,
"at least compromised or at worst totally corrupted by the need to gather large amounts of money from major campaign contributors."

Or if districts were gerrymandered as they are now: less than 10% of the districts are competitive.  That's a real stopper.  Independent redistricting could help, but only a little.  Housing patterns all over the world concentrate working-class people into districts where a working-class rep will get many surplus votes more than needed to win one seat.  

PR is the best answer.  Grass-roots organizing and mass education change the constituency in a different way.  Run for office or recruit excellent people who want PR.
Classmates PoV

Change the world... 

How?

Invent! good tools between people! people who tend to cooperate.  

Academics PoV

 Proportional spending might only a curiosity.  But the mere discussion of it challenges a group's sense of what is fair, what is democratic.  And to make that challenge powerful, it must be real; we must be able to say, "Here is the tool."  
Donors

If we are overwelmed by urgent needs, we neglect essential _s, the structural roots of these problems.  [bad public policies, due to bad representation, due to bad election methods.]

Almost every interest group claims, "Our reform is the most urgent!"  But

Vtg affects improves them all, permanently.

