	Authoritarian versus Egalitarian 2

Some people waste whole lifetimes trying to convert good democrats into good authoritarians or vice versa.  Either philosophy can work well, for those who like it. But don't expect authoritarians to build democracies. 

Voting cannot satisfy people who oppose voting.  And when people hold conflicting values on a policy, no decision will totally satisfy everyone at once.  

The surest way to arrive at policies you like is by moving to a compatible culture.  When moving is not practical, build democratic institutions with the help of democrats.  

Old and New Classics on 
Authoritarian versus Egalitarian

The Authoritarian Personality may be induced by an upbringing of rigid discipline and conditional affection. This 1950 book by Theodor Adorno and others develop​ed a scale to measure "an estimate of fascist receptivity."  

Frank Sulloway showed in Born to Rebel that many firstborns become more authoritarian than their siblings.  In 2003 he co-authored a controversial research report, "Political Conserv​atism as Motivated Social Cognition."  
	
	Authoritarian versus Egalitarian

Here are two views on the purpose of electing reps: 

A) "An election should give representation to the major opinion groups in the electorate.  Give them a forum to debate and refine policies for the common good."  This view emphasizes the integrating purpose of elections and representative committees. 

B) "The goal of an election is to give one group the power to rule.  Give them a clear mandate to resolve necessary choices."  We could call that the dominance purpose of an election.  This path risks turning to dictatorship:  If the biggest party should dominate a government, should the biggest subgroup control the biggest party?  And should the biggest sub-subgroup... 1 side, 1 party, 1 faction, 1 leader. 

Compromises must be made at some level, even if that is in the mind of one person.  One-party states have many compromise policies, although the process is hidden.  Democrats hold that political decisions are better when many minds work together, when the options are debated in public from many points of view, and when power is distributed fairly.  Such inclusive decisions can be effective, stable and quick.

 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	An open question, are these real personality types?
	
	Are they linked with support for democracy?

	Egalitarian Values

Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 
Reciprocity

Votes Rule, Democracy
Right to an effective Vote
Equal Opportunities in money & power

Human Rights
Freedom of the Press & info
Emancipation
Integration
Voting Rights
Women’s Suffrage (Voting)
Equal Pay for Equal Work
Conserve nature
Liberal, Left

Right Makes Might
Reason from Evidence
Speak Truth to Power
What you know, Meritocracy
Loyal to Principles 
Rule of Law, honesty Election, civil resistance
The Enlightenment, rational​ism, skepticism, empiricism


	Authoritarian Values
Be strong, for as strength must control weakness, the strong must control the weak.
Money Rules, Oligarchy
Right to Trick Voters
Set Privileges & ranks in money & power

Corporate Property Rights
Freedom to Own the Press
Slavery, people as property
Segregation by race, wealth
Poll Taxes and Intimidation
Women’s Silence
Traditional Roles & Rewards
Exploit resources
Conservative, Right

Might Makes Right
Obedience to Doctrine
Power to Shape Information
Who you know, Cronyism
Loyal to Leaders 
Rule of Men, corruption Coup d'état, death squads
The Inquisition: blind faith, obedience, ideology


	
	Egalitarian Values

Creativity & Improvisation: Paris 1900, 1960s, jazz, 

Lateral thinking, connections

Heroes
Franklin, Adams, Jefferson, M.L. King, , Condorcet
Many prophets, philosophers, scientists

Attractions
Sexuality, Empathy
Fellowship 
Seeing thru others’ eyes,
Conscience, Curiosity
Learning, understanding

Sensuality; Roman god Eros
Sex is healthy.
Seduce for Information
Regulation of Violence: gun 
control, verbal assault
Health & Education Funding

Related Terms: Leveler 



Cooperate for the common good.  


	Authoritarian Values

Order & Discipline: Sparta, Rome, Totalitarian Nazi, Soviet, 
Linear thinking, categories

Heroes
JP Morgan, Reagan, Bush, Louis XIV, 
Many leaders of religions, nations, corporations 

Attractions
Violence, Machismo Machismo
Status, Superiority Dominating others
Strength & safety
Soothing certainties

Violence; Roman god Mars
War is noble.
Torture for Information
Regulation of Sex: gays,
abortion, contraception Weapon & Prison Funding

Related Terms: Hierarchy, Oligarchy, and Plutocracy.

Compete for personal power. Dominate or be dominated.  
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